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US PARTNERSHIP 

YOUTH ACTION TEAM

Overview, Goals, and Activities

1. Overview

The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development is a coordinated international effort to spend the next ten years (2005-2014) promoting the local and global acceptance of sustainability principles including equity and economic growth, conservation of natural resources and the natural environment, and worldwide social development.

US Partnership for the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

The US Partnership for the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (USPDESD) is a growing, non-partisan volunteer partnership of organizations in the United States formed to leverage the UN Decade of ESD (2004-2015) to integrate sustainable development in learning and education throughout the nation.
Youth Action Team of the US Partnership

The Youth Action Team (YAT) of the US Partnership is responsible for optimizing the engagement, participation, and leadership of youth (15-30 years old) in the activities of the US Partnership, Partnership organizations, and the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.

    2.   Goals 

Goal #1 - Encourage and facilitate the effective and meaningful participation of youth-led and youth development organizations, their representatives and individual youth in the USPDESD

Goal #2 – Encourage and enable young members of the US Partnership to take on leadership roles in the USP

Goal #3 -  Increase exposure, impact, and capacity of individual and organizational members of the Youth Action Team

Goal #4 – Focus the collective capacities of the Youth Action Team and the overall US Partnership on innovative projects, campaigns, and enterprises that involve multiple partners and show potential for substantial achievement of UN Decade of ESD and US Partnership goals 

Goal # 5 –Evaluate and celebrate the impact of Youth Action Team goals and activities and the role of the YAT in the achievement of US Partnership and UN Decade goals.
2. Activities

Goal #1 - Encourage and facilitate the effective and meaningful participation of youth-led and youth development organizations, their representatives and individual youth in the USPDESD


Activities (Each activity is followed by examples of actual efforts that have taken place over the last 12 months):

1. Research and engagement of youth-led and youth development organizations in all sectors and regions 

Examples include developing a contact database of effective young leaders in diverse fields, attending and speaking at conferences, tapping into existing youth networks, cold calling organizational leadership, and sending relevant Decade and USP information to youth leaders

2. Initiate conversations with strategic young organizational leaders about the broad goals of the UN Decade and USP.

Examples include informing the Boys and Girls scouts, and various national youth led coalitions and networks such as Energy Action, SustainUS, Emerging Green Builders, Engineers for a Sustainable World, League of Young Voters, etc about opportunities to highlight their work within the context of the USP and UN Decade

3. Inquire about how diverse organizations perceive their role in engaging people in sustainability and formal education for sustainable development.

Examples include phone and live conversations with young organizational leaders asking about their organizations goals, views on education for sustainable development, cross sector collaboration, and leadership development.

4. Advocate for youth organizations and individual youth to register as members of the overall US Partnership and join the monthly Partner Forum for ALL US Partnership members.

Examples include taking the time to describe the simple online registration process, and the benefits of membership in the US Partnership, such as access to the listserve and website to broadcast successes, opportunities, and needs. Also discussing with youth leaders the opportunities to find new strategic partner organizations within the broader membership for specific projects. 

Goal #2 – Encourage and enable young members of the US Partnership to take on leadership roles in the USP 

5. Advocate for youth organizations and individual youth to join Action and Sector Teams, and take on leadership roles in the overall USP

Examples include USP leaders creating an environment that encourages full participation through practicing servant and distributive leadership, and by describing the benefits of participation and leadership on teams such as opportunities for leadership development, collaborative planning, increased impact of current efforts, and increased network building. Also current leaders can provide clear descriptions of roles and responsibilities of various positions on team steering committees, and the executive committee to help new members understand the structure of the organization. Also current leaders should delegate appropriate tasks to new and interested members that will encourage these members to find meaning in the team structure.

6. Host monthly Youth Action Team national conference calls for young leaders from the environmental, social justice, community development, interfaith, business, and other fields to share their current efforts, learn from other youth approaching sustainability from different angles, and plan collaborative efforts.



Examples include marketing conference calls through email listserves and phone calls, and identifying youth with facilitation skills to host calls that encourage participation from all ages and lead toward new collaborative efforts.
7. Request support from partners to identify and encourage youth within partner organizations to participate in the Youth Action Team


Examples include contacting individual partner organizations such as the Columbia University Earth Institute, and Portland State University Extension to request the assignment of 1-2 young staff for 2-3 hours a week or month to serve as YAT interns for six months. 

8. Organize youth participation in the USP executive committee planning process.


Examples include the 2 seats of the Youth Action Team chairs on the executive committee, who participate fully in the overall decision making of the executive committee.

9. Collaborate with other USP leaders to identify and encourage youth participation on all Action and Sector Teams

Youth leaders from Energy Action working with Higher Education Sector Team on a national partnership between students groups, faculty, and administrators for campus based climate change initiatives, Youth outreach for Faith Sector Team Open Space Forum, sending youth delegates to SOL Sustainability Consortium Conference, Youth representative participates in the monthly Marketing Action Team conference calls 

10. Liaison between USPDESD and other domestic and international youth organizations and movements globally involved in the UN Decade for ESD

Examples include the development of proactive information and resource sharing relationships with international youth leadership through the Commission on Sustainable Development Youth Caucus, Global Youth Action Network, Taking IT Global, and other international networks and UN Forums.  

Goal #3 -  Increase exposure, impact, and capacity of individual and organizational members of the Youth Action Team

11. Use effective communication techniques and dialogue within the framework of the USP and UN Decade to promote youth leadership as an essential component of ESD to all partners and beyond.
Examples include using the USP (www.uspartnership.org)  and the Youth Action Team (http://projects.takingitglobal.org/uspyouthactionteam) websites, listserves, and monthly newsletter to highlight youth leadership accomplishments such as Billy Parish of Energy Action in Rolling Stone Magazine,  Evon Peter of Native Movement in a new documentary on Native American activism, Emily Freeburg of Lutheran International participating in the WTO 6 talks in Hong Kong, or Josh Tulkin and SustainUS highlighted in a NYT article on the Montreal Climate Treaty negotiations. Also the development of attractive Youth Action Team marketing materials such as posters and postcards to distribute at events 


12.  Through conference calls and other communication channels collaboratively identify and promote youth led ESD projects, programs, campaigns, and initiatives that will increase collaboration among diverse youth organizations and other sectors.

Examples include the identification of and engagement with UN World Environment Day, disaster relief situations, the Speak Young American Campaign, the National Youth Council for Sustainability, the One Campaign, the World Social Forum, the World Urban Forum, and the Commission on Sustainable Development as opportunities to increase collaboration among youth organizations and other sectors.

 13. Work with individual members of the YAT to identify mentorships that will enable accelerated personal development and leadership capacity.

Examples include the pairing of current YAT members with new members, and the  formation of a YAT Resource Council of professionals that can work with the Youth Action Team to identify resources and opportunities for personal and professional development such as seminars, trainings, internships, jobs, and innovative projects.

Goal #4 – Focus the collective capacities of the Youth Action Team and the overall US Partnership on innovative projects, campaigns, and enterprises that involve multiple partners and show potential for substantial achievement of UN Decade of ESD and US Partnership goals 


14. Promote the formation of a network of county youth councils for sustainability and a National Youth Council for Sustainability  


Examples include the national gathering of youth leaders from diverse organizations in April of 2005 organized by the co-chairs of the Youth Action Team, the lobbying of federal and state agencies and cooperative extension offices to support the formation of such bodies, and the creation of a National United States Coordinator position within Global Youth Action Network.

15. Promote national, high visibility events, produced by youth that highlight the role of youth leadership in the achievement of UN and US Partnership goals

Examples include the annual events of Energy Action, Engineers for a Sustainable World, and Emerging Green Builders. 

Goal # 5 –Evaluate and celebrate the impact of Youth Action Team goals and activities and the role of the YAT in the achievement of US Partnership and UN Decade goals.


Currently not in progress

